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VACATION TIME DOESN’T HAVE TO BE IDLE TIME

While most people vacation during the dog days of August, 
I prefer to go away to somewhere warm when it’s zero 
degrees outside and there’s a foot of snow on the ground 
back home. If you are going away this month, be sure to 
enjoy yourself, but remember that your vacation, in addition 
to being a time for rest and entertainment, can also be a 
time for physical, mental, and spiritual self-improvement.

I like to recharge my batteries when I go away by thinking 
about and imagining what I want to accomplish for the 
rest of the year. I wrote most of my latest book while 
vacationing in a bungalow across the street from the beach 
in Manglaralto, Ecuador. I still made time to wander, meet 
people, eat the local cuisine, and have fun, but I also decided 
to make productive use of the time I had away from home.

A vacation doesn’t just have to be about relaxation. Sitting 
by the pool, hitting the beach, or heading to the spa are 
all worthwhile holiday experiences, but it can also be fun 
to learn something new while you’re away. Vacation time 
doesn’t have to be idle time. Use some of the time you 
spend away on vacation to finally move in a new direction. 
Start working on that real estate business plan you’ve 
been putting off. Learn a new language or try a new sport, 
outdoor activity, or workout. It’s often easier to break old 
habits and routines when we are away from home. The 
future has an annoying habit of arriving ahead of schedule, 
so now is always the time to build new memories. Good luck. 
Onward and upward!

*Join me at my three-day real estate workshop: 
Friday, Saturday, and Sunday, September 25-27, 
where I’ll reveal a real estate investing technique      
that I’ve never shared before. Get more info and      
pre-register at geraldlucas.com.
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In order to be an exceptional communicator you should 
strive to be:

1. PRESENT: Make sure that you are living in the moment 
so that you can engage fully in conversation. We love 

listening to these speakers because they are able to be 
spontaneous and inviting. 

2. MINDFUL OF THE SITUATION: You would think 
that this would be obvious, but many people make 

the fatal error of forgetting who they are talking to and 
why. Your rhetoric and nonverbal cues should always be 
unquestioningly appropriate for the situation. 

3. CONFIDENT: When speaking, you should always try 
to be comfortable, conversational, connected, and 

capable. 

4. HUMBLE: There are very few things more captivating 
than someone with immense power and stunning 

gratitude.

5. AUTHENTIC: One of the first steps to earning the 
trust of your audience is to be genuine, sincere, and 

likeable. Be yourself.

6. ARTICULATE: Namely, get to the point. You can do 
this in a way that is humorous and engaging, but 

make sure that your audience knows what you are trying 
to say. 

7. DYNAMIC: This means being passionate and 
entertaining your audience.

8. FOCUSED ON THE AUDIENCE: Consider how your 
listeners are going to react and why they would want 

to listen to you. Relate to listeners and appeal to their 
personal interests. 

9. INFLUENTIAL: With power comes great 
responsibility. Try to influence an audience rather 

than coerce them. 

10. SILENT: The most important communication skill 
is listening. This makes you more approachable, 

likeable, and trustworthy. 

Instead of wondering when your next vacation is, maybe you should set up a life

you don’t need to escape from. ~ Seth Godin

ATTRIBUTES OF AN EXCEPTIONAL COMMUNICATOR
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1. A property owner must manage his property manager. 
Regardless of how much responsibility you choose to 

delegate, when you own property, the buck ultimately stops      
with you.

2. Before you buy rental property in another state, check to 
see if that state requires a real estate license to manage the 

real estate of another person or entity.

3. To find good real estate deals, have an investor-friendly 
Realtor check the multiple listing service for properties that 

have been on the market for over 180 days.

4. Don’t take on a home renovation project yourself unless 
you have prior experience. First-time home renovators 

often end up wasting both time and money.

1.When short sales and 
foreclosures represent less than 
30 percent of real estate market sales, 
they should be deemed outliers and not be 
considered in determining home values.

2.Sellers determine price, but the market 
determines value.

3.When you overprice your home, you give 
the buyer too much power, leverage, and 
control in the negotiation.

4.Lower interest rates push housing demand 
by expanding a buyer’s purchasing power.

If you’ve ever watched “Shark Tank,” you 
know that the show features a number of 
“sharks,” or business-savvy entrepreneurs who 
get pitched on various business ideas from 
up-and-comers. One of the most prominent 
sharks is billionaire Mark Cuban, who has 
some great advice for young professionals.

First, don’t be afraid to live cheaply. Keeping 
your expenses low helps you save and build 
a financial cushion. It also allows you to be 
more flexible when you’re not focused on 
wondering if you’ll be able to pay your bills at 
the end of the month. 

Most importantly, never stop focusing on 
building a career. Bouncing from job to job 
is a great way to stay dissatisfied. According 
to Cuban, “If you love what you do so much 
that you are willing to continue to live like a 
student in order to be able to stay in the job, 
you have found your calling.” 

But that doesn’t mean you have to stay poor. 
You should continue striving to improve 
yourself and be the very best you can be 
in your chosen field. Becoming one of the 
leaders in an industry you love will give you 
financial success and career satisfaction at the 
same time.

Lastly, Mr. Cuban recommends that you stay 
optimistic, even in the face of failure, rejection, 
and frustration. The best part is, your failures 
are learning experiences that can propel you 
toward success, as long as you treat them that 
way! Even if you’re not looking to become a 
billionaire, you can set yourself up for a great 
life by taking this sage advice to heart.

Mark Cuban’s Advice
New York, New York! It’s a place where 
almost anything can happen, but don’t expect to buy 
your own home there any time soon … New York’s 
real estate is notoriously expensive, making it one 
of the select few places in the U.S. where renting is 
actually cheaper than homeownership! In the land of 
Broadway and Times Square, sometimes even a castle 
is cheaper than a house. Don’t believe me? Take a look 
at these bad boys:

A one-bedroom, 1.5-bathroom, 1,200-square-foot 
East 30th Street apartment for $1,650,000? Nah! For 
only a thousand more, you can have 24 acres of the 
Pyrenees countryside. On these rolling hills rests your 
average everyday castle that boasts a bedroom wing 
with its own courtyard, two kitchens, tower study 
rooms, entrance hall, and salon. 

Sure, it’s not the Big Apple, but the French countryside 
may just have its own allure.

 What can nearly three million dollars get you in the 
city that never sleeps? An empty 9,600-square-foot 
lot in Crown Heights, of course! But on the other side 

of the pond (for nearly $400,000 less, mind you), the 
same can make you the owner of a stupefyingly grand 
Victorian castle with 66 acres of Vienna countryside 
and leave you some cash to spare. Featuring seven 
bedrooms (each with its own bath, of course), and 
an additional farmhouse, two barns, and stable, 
something must be lost in translation! 

For $2,550,000, a four-bedroom townhouse in 
Williamsburg, Brooklyn beckons, advertising its 
“potential” for a backyard. Renovations seem 
unappealing? Hop on over to Normandy and set 
up shop in a 10-bedroom, eight-bath château-style 
castle set on 27 acres of manicured lawn Marie 
Antoinette would envy. All of this can be yours 
for 200 grand less than the townhouse. The only 
question to answer now is: How would you heat 
the place? 

That’s a great question, Eric. As you may 
know, LLC is an acronym that stands 

for limited liability company. An LLC is a business 
structure that combines the pass-through taxation of 
a partnership with the limited liability of a corporation. 
LLC owners generally are protected from personal 
liability for business debts and claims, which means 
that if the business owes money or faces a lawsuit, only 
the assets of the business itself are at risk. Creditors 
usually can’t reach the personal assets of the LLC 
owners. However, LLC owners can lose this protection 

by acting illegally, unethically, or irresponsibly. So, to answer your question, Eric, it 
really depends. As a general rule, you should always conduct yourself in an ethical and 
responsible way. 

Thanks again for your question, Eric, and good luck. For more real estate tips and 
information, visit my blog at geraldlucas.com.
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